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A brief look at related news, business and happenings 

Common Threads NW hosts local ag 
reps to discuss future of farming 
BELLINGHAM – Representatives from the local agriculture com-
munity will share their concerns and needs during a special 
event hosted by Common Threads NW on Wednesday, March 
6. “Whatcom Agriculture - Is There A Future?” will be held at the 
Meridian High School auditorium, 194 W. Laurel Road, Belling-
ham. The event is free and open to the public. Doors open at 
6 p.m. and the program begins at 7 p.m. Speakers include: Jeff 
Rainey (dairy), Ben Elenbaas (cattle), Brad Rader (berry), Matt 
Aamot  (small farms), and Amanda Stidham (FFA/4H). Dillon 
Honcoop will be the evening’s M.C. The event is sponsored 
by Whatcom Family Farmers, Whatcom County Farm Bureau, 
Whatcom Business Alliance, and other organizations. For more 
information, see http://commonthreadsnw.org or the Facebook 
event page. 

Local Grains Celebration explores 
growing, progress in Skagit Valley
MOUNT VERNON – The Friends of Mount Vernon Library will be 
hosting a Celebration of Local Grains at Hillcrest Lodge on Tues-
day, March 5 from 6-8 p.m. This all ages event is free and open 
to the public, and offers the chance to meet local brewers, bak-
ers, millers and malters. In this special presentation and panel 
discussion, they will explore the evolution of grain growing and 
learn about the ways this grain is being processed and used 
in value added products in the Skagit Valley. This is a chance 
to learn about what is happening at local businesses, such as 
The Bread Lab, Anacortes Brewery, Chuckanut Brewery, Skagit 
Valley Malting and Garden Path Fermentation Project. There 
will be free samples from Breadfarm and Golden Glen Creamery 
butter. Attendees ages 21 and over can sample local beers from 
Anacortes Brewery for a $3 charge (cash only), with all proceeds 
benefitting The Friends of Mount Vernon Library. The Friends 
will also have tote bags for sale for $5. Hillcrest Lodge is located 
at 1717 S 13th Street in Mount Vernon. For more information, 
contact the Mount Vernon Library at (360) 336-6209.

Find more Field Notes at www.grownorthwest.com. Have news 
you’d like to share? Send submissions by March 25 to editor@
grownorthwest.com. 

Small Farm Expo 
coming up March 9

Field Notes

LYNDEN – The 4th annual Whatcom Small Farm 
Expo offers something for everyone. Presented 
by the Whatcom Conservation District and 
Whatcom County Public Works, the Expo will be 
held Saturday, March 9 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Northwest Washington Fairgrounds, 1775 
Front Street in Lynden. Admission and parking 
are free; all ages welcome. Participants can view 
agricultural exhibits, products and services, and 
attend seminars by local veterinarians, financial 
advisors, and horticulturists. Local businesses 
and organizations will offer information about 
services and resources in the vendor area. 

Topic talks are scheduled throughout the 
day: 

• 9:30 a.m.: Optimize Your Pasture Manage-
ment: Talk nutrients and forage growth with 
Steve Groen and Molly Pershing, of Skagit 
Farmers Supply. Learn how to work with an 
agronomist to optimize your pasture management and forage 
production.

• 10 a.m.: Competition or Co-opetition: Hear from a panel of 
farming peers and regional marketing specialists about in-
novative farmer owned cooperatives and other collaborative 
marketing strategies. Panelists include Jeff Voltz (Northwest 
Agriculture Business Center), Anna Chotzen (Viva Farms), 
Nancy Hibbing (North Cascades Meat Producers Cooperative), 
and Cat Olson (Puget Sound Food Hub).

• 11 a.m.: What’s Buzzing: Mason bees and honey bees on 
your farm: Everything you wanted to know in 20 minutes and 
where to learn more about these two different pollinators, 
with Wild Bird Chalet and Bee Works. 

• 11:30 a.m.: Farm Funding Opportunities: Grants, Incentives 
and Costs: Whatcom Conservation District will share informa-
tion on small farm costshare and incentives, Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and other resources.

• Noon: Meat the Future: Successful models in animal agricul-
ture: Learn about production practices, process, aggregating 

and selling animal products with a focus on pasture-based 
and regenerative models, with Rebecca Thistlethwaite. She is 
the author of Farms with a Future (Chelsea Green, 2012) and 
The New Livestock Farmer (Chelsea Green, 2015). As the Pro-
gram Manager of the eXtension community-of-practice Niche 
Meat Processor Assistance Network (NMPAN), she develops 
and delivers technical assistance and educational content for 
niche meat producers and processors around the country. She 
also runs Sustain Consulting. She currently lives in the Colum-
bia River Gorge. Her website is rebeccathistlethwaite.com.

• 1 p.m.: Farms to Tables: A panel of Whatcom County direct 
market farmers will share how they run their businesses based 
on direct to consumer marketing and sales, with Ten Fold 
Farms, Twin Sisters, and City Sprouts Farm. 

• 1:30 p.m.: Vet’s Corner: Working with a large animal vet to 
improve herd health. 

For more information and updates about the Small Farm 
Expo, see the Facebook event page or contact the WCD office 
at (360) 526-2381. 

Spring 
is on 

the way! 
To share local events, 

photos, and news items 
or place your ad here, 

contact editor@
grownorthwest.com.

THANKS for 
your support! 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WCD
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Community
Whatcom County Youth Fair: 
A learning opportunity for all 

Whatcom County Youth 
have the opportunity to 
learn and share during 

community events, including the 
highly anticipated annual Whatcom 
County Youth Fair. 

Held for more than 30 years, the 
Youth Fair is a 2-day learning event 
offering multiple divisions for all lo-
cal youth ages 6-18. Organized and 
staffed by volunteers, teen leaders, 
parents, and sponsors, the event is 
non-profit, with all funds benefit-
ting the Fair and participants. Teen 
leaders teach the youth participants 
in all divisions. All youth are wel-
come; no experience or member-
ship in organizations required.  

Registration is now under way, 
with entries due March 13. All 
divisions are first come first serve, 
and some have closed as of press 
time due to maximum enrollment, 
including entrepreneurship. The 
exhibitor fee is $10 per youth, how-
ever some divisions may require 
additional costs.  

Following are brief descriptions 
of some of the divisions open to 
local youth. For complete rules and 
information, as well as scholarships 
and grants available, see the website 
at https://whatcomcountyyouthfair.
org.

Beef: Attend a clipping clinic, 
a Fit & Show clinic, followed by 
hands on practice, and showing 
your animal in the ring. 

Calligraphy: Learn the art of cal-
ligraphy (ages 12 and up).

Cats: Decorate cages, prepare 
your cat for show, then practice fit-
ting and showing. Other activities 
may be cat safety and first aid.  

Cavies: Learn about different 
breed characteristics, care, hous-
ing needs, and health care. There 
will also be Type and Fit & Show 
classes.

Chess: Enhance, strengthen, and 
learn about the game. All skill levels 
are welcome. Test your skills with a 
mini chess tournament. 

Country Crafts/Horticulture: Ex-
plore new craft projects and learn 
about seeds, plants, gardens, and 
do crafts with a country motif.

Creative Writing: Attendees will 
be instructed on the nuts and bolts 
of writing. Explore novels, character 
development, scene set up, poetry, 
prose, short stories, and more. 

Dairy: For novice to advanced 
dairy show-person, the division has 
classes on clipping, showing and 
judging, as well as Fit & Show and 
Type classes.

Dogs: This will be a busy two 
days of obedience and sociabil-
ity training along with several dog 
demonstrations and a talk by a local 
veterinarian. 

Goats: Learn about proper care, 
grooming and hoof trimming, and 
take part in a Fit & Show clinic and 
contest.  

Horse: Learn tack care, judging, 
practice groom squad, basic vet 
care, and Fitting and Showing at 
halter class. 

Knitting: Learn the basics of knit-
ting, and create a variety of fabrics 
using different yarns and needles. 

Lawn Mower Pull: Learn the ins 
and outs of tractor sled pulling, 
rules and regulations, how to keep 
your mower running and how to 
have fun competing with your 
mower.  

Photography: Introduction to 
camera basics, with guest speakers 
who work in the photography field, 
a photo scavenger hunt and photo 
judging. 

Poultry: Basic instruction on 
healthcare, identification, and 
raising of quality poultry will be 
covered. 

Rabbits: Learn about rabbits 
through workshops, contests, crafts 
and games. There will also be a 
costume, Fit & Show, and jumping 
center. 

Rodeo: This is an introduction to 
Jr. Rodeo and its events. Learn to 
throw a rope, and the basics of rid-
ing a bucking barrel. There will also 
be demonstrations of horse events, 
pole bending, barrel racing and 
other fun competitive activities.

Sheep: This is a hands-on learn-
ing environment, instructing youth 
on feeding, training and showing.  

Sewing: Work on both hand 
and machine sewing skills, as well 
as building a working knowledge 
about tools, equipment, pattern use 

and fabrics. 
Swine: Learn about different 

breeds and how to select a market 
animal. 

Teen Leaders/Teen Management: 
Teen Managers serve as hosts and 
guides to exhibitors and parents 
and help manage between the office 
and the divisions. Teen Leaders 
will be working with “Supers” in 
a specific division as hands on 
instructor coaches, and organizers 
of that division. 

Woolcrafts: Fleece from animal 
to project. Learn the techniques 
of carding, drop spindle, hand 
spinning with spinning wheels, and 
dyeing wool. 

Posters & Charts: All entrants to 
the Youth Fair are encouraged to 
enter posters in the Poster Divi-
sion. The posters will be displayed 
throughout the barns and serve as 
educational material for WCYF 
visitors. All posters will be judged 
and receive constructive com-
ments. See the general rules for 
poster and display requirements to 
enter posters at the NWWF. 

In addition, a silent auction is 
held during the Youth Fair. Funds 
from this auction go to the scholar-
ship and grant funds, which are 
available to the youth to help with 
higher education or acquiring a 
project animal from a local breeder, 
and into the general fund.  See en-
try form for the forms to apply for 
these grants or scholarships which 
are due by April 1, 2019. 

Another way to help raise funds 
and support the Youth Fair is buy-
ing a hanging basket from Van-
Wingerden Greenhouses. See order 
information on entry forms. 

The Livestock Judging Contest 
will be Saturday morning. Partici-
pants meet at 8 a.m. in the Light 
Horse barn arena.

The Awards Ceremony culmi-
nates on Saturday afternoon.  Many 
awards will be given, including the 
Rich Waldemar and Bob Veenstra 
Inspirational Awards, Best Divi-
sion Award, top youth awards and 
recognition of the many volunteers 
who make the youth fair work.

For complete information, see 
https://whatcomcountyyouthfair.org 
or the Facebook page. 

by Grow Northwest
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The 5th annual La Conner Daffo-
dil Festival will be held throughout 
the month, celebrating the season’s 
blooming fields of daffodils in the 
Skagit Valley. Activities and events 
include: “Pi Day” A La Mode (March 
14), La Conner Chamber Fundraiser 
pie and ice cream social and silent 
auction; 5th Annual Dandy Daffodil 
Tweed Ride (March 16); Youth Jazz 
Concert at Maple Hall (March 23); 
Time Capsule 2019: Skagit County 
Historical Museum (March 28); and 
Skagit Farm to Pint Fest (March 30). 
Check out the photo contest and 
entries, too. For a schedule and map 
with locations of fields in bloom, stop 
by the La Conner Visitor Information 
Center or visit http://lovelaconner.
com. 

Goat University 2019, a one-
day clinic on all things goats, will be 
held Saturday, April 20 at the Island 
County Fair Grounds on Whidbey 
Island. Registration will be available 
for all ages, with a variety of classes 
offered. Goat University is presented 
by Four Seasons Farm 4-H Club. De-
tails are still being finalized. For more 
information, contact www.facebook.
com/4HfunonWhidbey/ or whidbey.
goatuniversity@gmail.com.

Registration is now open for Lyd-
ia’s Flock 2019 Beginning Shep-
herding course. They will be offering 
classes in June and August and have 
added a couple of need based schol-
arship spaces to each date. Course 
and registration information and a 
link to the scholarship application 
can be found online at www.lydias-
flock.com.  

Alluvial Farms, owned and oper-
ated by Katie Pencke and Matthew 
McDermott in Everson, are hosting 
butcher and chef Kristina Glinoga 
for a workshop on Tuesday, April 11. 
She will demonstrate basic butchery 
techniques on a whole carcass. Par-

ticipants will meet the farmers, learn 
about animal husbandry and welfare, 
workers’ rights (from farmers to meat 
packers to chefs), and how to utilize 
every bit of an animal to maximize 
deliciousness and value. The event 
will take place at Bellingham Tech-
nical College, in partnership with 
School of Culinary Arts. Heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and a round of beverages 
will be provided. Each participants 
will also take home two pounds of 
fresh, housemade sausage, featuring 
Alluvial Farms’ well-raised local pork. 
The workshop will be 6 - 8:30 p.m. 
at the Bellingham Technical College 
Culinary School, 3028 Lindbergh Ave, 
Bellingham (Building G, Room 105). 
To register, see the farm’s website. 

Snohomish County Clothing 
Textile Advisors are preparing for 
their 9th Annual Fabric Sale to be 
held June 15, 2019 in Everett. Now 
they are collecting donations of fab-
ric, notions, needlework, yarn, related 
supplies and equipment. Proceeds 
will go to local scholarships, grants 
and sewing classes. Call Arlene, 425-
743-0118 or Julie, 425-835-0391 for 
additional details. The 2019 sale will 
provide limited early shopping ad-
mission.  For more information about 
early admission contact: fabricsale@
hotmail.com.

It’s time for Chick Days at CHS 
Northwest. Starting Friday, March 1, 
and running through Sunday, March 
10, CHS Northwest are celebrating 
everything chick related. From March 
1 through March 10, when you buy 
two chicks you will get one free at 
CHS locations in Whatcom County. 

Skagit Valley Food Co-op’s 2019 
Wellness Fair & Sale will be Satur-
day, March 16 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
It’s a free day of fun and hands-on 
learning at the Skagit Valley Food Co-
op. Experience hands-on classes, get 
free samples, and get one-on-one 
advice from local wellness experts. 
All Wellness Department items will 
be 25 percent off. This day’s work-
shops include in Room 309 include: 
11:30 a.m. – Wellness with Essential 
Oils | Michelle Mahlerl 12:30 p.m. – 
Curious About Keto? | Ancient Nutri-
tion; 1:30 p.m. – Nourishment with 
Fermentation, Jennie Bryan-Goforth. 
Workshops in Room 310 include: 
11:30 a.m. – Stress & Digestion | Isa-
bel Castro; and 12:30 p.m. – The Hap-
piness Principle | Regina Zwilling.  

Wellness experts on the 3rd floor 
include: Jennie Bryan-Goforth, WSU 
Consumer Food Safety & Preserva-
tion’s Healthy Living Coordinator; 
Regina Zwilling, Zwilling Health; Mi-
chelle Mahler, Circle of Healing Essen-
tial Oils; Joan Barlow, Native Springs 
Spa Boutique; Kelly Nickerson, Bloom 
Apothecary; Karl Mincin, Nutritionist;  
Susan Pole, Love Your Light; Valerie 
Rose, Vera Wellness Center; Isabel 
Castro, Ayurvedic Health Center; and 
others. 

Bellingham Food Bank’s Garden 
Project is recruiting for garden recipi-
ents and volunteers.  This community 
building program installs free home 
gardens for Bellingham residents on 
a limited income and provides all 
that is needed  to successfully grow 
one’s own produce. Organic seed and 
vegetable starts, tools, educational 
resources and mentors are provid-
ed.  Every year 25 new households 
join the program, and participants 
receive two years of support. If you 
are interested in becoming a garden 
recipient or volunteering as a garden 
mentor, garden builder or Spanish in-
terpreter, please call soon. Spaces are 
limited. For more information or to 
request an application call Julia Raid-
er at (360) 393-2838 or email garden-
project@bellinghamfoodbank.org. 

Maple Rock Farm is hosting a Cul-
tivation and Weed Control Work-
shop on March 8. Presentation by 
Chris Benedict of WSU Extension and 
cultivation equipment demonstra-
tion by John Steward of Maple Rock 
Farm, of Orcas Island. Learn about 
principles and practical aspects of 
managing weeds efficiently and eco-
nomically in vegetable crop produc-
tion. Lunch provided if you RSVP by 
March 6. RSVP or questions to brook.
brouwer@wsu.edu 360-370-7667. 

Mount Vernon Farmers Market is 
seeking vendors for the 2019 season. 
Interested farmers, growers, produc-
ers, artisans and food vendors can 
review policies and fill out a vendor 
application at www.mountvernon-
farmersmarket.org. 

Viva Farms’ 2019 Practicum in 
Sustainable Agriculture, a hands-on, 
land-based bilingual course, will begin 
April 9 and run through November. In-
formation and applications are avail-
able online at https://vivafarms.org/
practicum-in-sustainable-agriculture/.

A free PSA Grower Training will 
be held Mount Vernon on March 18 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at WSU North-
west Research and Education Center. 
The course will provide a foundation 
of Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) 
and co-management information, 
FSMA Produce Safety Rule require-
ments, and details on how to develop 
a farm food safety plan. After attend-
ing the entire course, participants 
will be eligible to receive a certificate 
from the Association of Food and 
Drug Officials (AFDO) that verifies 
they have completed the training 
course. To receive an AFDO certifi-
cate, a participant must be present 
for the entire training and submit 
the appropriate paperwork to their 
trainer at the end of the course. There 
is no cost for attendance thanks to 
funding from the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture. Regis-
ter at https://www.agbizcenter.org/
business-services/classes-and-work-
shops/event/195/PSA-Grower-Train-
ing---Mount-Vernon. 

–Grow Northwest

The 
Local 
Dirt
Brief bits from local folks.
Send submissions to 
editor@grownorthwest.com. 
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Bring on Spring: Home and 
garden show season is here

Spring is for projects, plans, 
plants, and go-time for local 
home and garden shows. Here 

is a look at some of the local shows 
coming up this month. 

Whatcom Home and Garden Show
The 40th annual Whatcom 

County Home and Garden Show 
takes place Friday, March 1 through 
Sunday, March 3. Over 150 ven-
dors  will be on site offering home 
building, gardening, and interior 
design services at the Northwest 
Washington Fairgrounds in Lynden. 
Organized by the Building Industry 
Association of Whatcom County, 
the event includes a Speaker Series 
presenting information from local 
businesses and organizations, as 
well as door prizes, local music, and 
beer and wine. 

The Speaker Series lineup is as 
follows. 

Friday, March 1: Hidden Trea-
sures: Free Art and Home Decor 
Appraisals, with Franny Erikson of 
Eartha Kittys Estate Sales, noon; 
Insider Tips on Using Local Flowers, 
with Natalie Ransom of Pozie by 

Want to give back in a fun way while you’re enjoying the Whatcom Home and Garden 
Show? Head to the Habitat for Humanity booth to “Sign A Stud” that will help build the 
home currently being built in Sudden Valley. The cost to sign a stud is $1, or sponsor a 
stud for $5, with all proceeds benefitting Habitat for Humanity.  COURTESY PHOTO

by Grow Northwest

Local vendors share 
resources, inspiration 

Natalie, 2:30 p.m.; Enrichment with 
Celeste Patten of the The Clever 
Canine, 3:45 p.m. 

Saturday, March 2: 2019 Trends 
with Solveig, Urban Collective, 
11:30 a.m.; Solar Updates with Dana 
Brandt, Ecotech Solar, 1 p.m.; Back-
yard Chickens for Beginners, with 
Dalia Monterroso, The President 
of Chickenlandia, 2:30 p.m.; and 
Water Filtration & Rain Catchment 
Systems, with CJ Huxford of North-
west Rain Solutions, 4 p.m. 

Sunday, March 3: Garden Solu-
tions from Around The World with 
Marianne Binetti, noon; Garden 
Jeopardy, with Antoni Stevens of 
My Garden Nursery, 1:15 p.m.; The 
Whatcom/Skagit Bonsai Society 
with George Berkompas, 2:30 p.m. 

Show hours are Friday 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m., and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Northwest Washington Fair-
grounds, 1775 Front Street, Lynden. 
Tickets are $8 for adults, $7 for se-
niors 55 and over, and free for kids 
16 and under. For more information 
see www.whatcomhomeshow.com.

Everett Home and Garden Show
The annual Everett Home and 

Garden Show runs Friday through 
Sunday, March 8-10 at Angel of 
the Winds Arena in Everett. Show 
hours are Friday noon to 6 p.m., 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun-

day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is 
$7 per adult, $6.50 seniors, military/
families with ID $2 each, and free 
for kids 16 and under. Local profes-
sionals will lead gardening and 
home improvement workshops. For 
the complete schedule, see www.
everetthomegardenshow.com.

SICBA Home and Garden Show
The 39th annual SICBA Home 

& Garden Show will be held Friday 
through Sunday, March 22-24 at 
the Skagit County Fairgrounds 
in Mount Vernon, featuring over 
120 indoor and outdoor booths. 
SICBA’s Home and Garden Show 
includes the annual Playhouse 
Challenge, with playhouses created 
by five builders being raffled off 
for local charities. Tickets are $5 
apiece. To view participating build-
ers and where to purchase tickets, 
see sicba.org and click on Home 
and Garden Show. The drawing for 
the playhouse winners will be Sun-
day at 2:15 p.m. in the Pavilion.

Saturday’s seminars include 
Adorable Décor on a Dime with 
Linda Larsen at 11 a.m. and Ask 
Ciscoe Anything with Ciscoe Mor-
ris at noon. 

New this year, SICBA has added 
Make & Take classes, including  cal-
ligraphy, create a succulent garden, 
paint a canvas or paint a palette for 
your home. In addition, a cider and 

spirits tasting event will be Saturday 
night from 3-7 p.m.  

Kids’ activities include a Lego® 
Build Contest for ages 5-12 and 
Birdhouse Building. Registration 
for the lego contest is free, but 
must be done in advance. There are 
two groups, 5-8 years old and 9-12 
years old. Each group will have 30 
minutes to build a “building.” Every-
one gets the same lego building set 
to construct their building. To be 
classified as a building, it must have 

a space for a door. Winners will be 
announced March 24 in the Pavil-
ion at 2 p.m. Birdhouse supplies will 
be available for kids on Saturday 
and Sunday, and participants take 
home completed birdhouses.

Hours are Friday 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets 
are $7 per adult, $5 per military, $5 
per senior, and free for kids 15 and 
under. For more information and a 
full schedule, see sicba.org.
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Pi Day: Celebrate the math 
holiday with a slice of pie

Pi Day is coming this month. 
Celebrated on March 14 
around the world, Pi is the 

symbol used in mathematics to 
represent a constant. It is the ratio 
of the circumference of a circle 
to its diameter, approximately 
3.14159. As that figure represents 
a mathematical constant, a 
represented constant in our home 
is baking, and loving pie. See what 
I did there? It is fun to celebrate 
this math inspired holiday with pie 
at home, and also visit our local 
bakeries to see what fun they have 
created as well. 

This year our goal for Pi Day 
is to find and come up with pie 
recipes we haven’t tried before. 
We giggled and laughed while we 
sifted through recipe books and 
thought about ingredients we can 

Old fashioned 
Oatmeal pie
Ingredients 
1 1/2 cups milk
3 eggs, lightly beaten
3 tablespoons butter, melted
2/3 cup rolled oats
1 1/3 cup dark brown sugar
2/3 cup flaked coconut, 
plus additional for topping
1 9-inch deep pie shell, unbaked

Directions
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 
Combine milk, eggs, oats, butter, 
brown sugar and coconut in a 
large bowl. Mix thoroughly with a 
wire whisk. Pour into pie shell and 
sprinkle with additional coconut. 
Bake for 10 minutes. Reduce heat to 
350 degrees and bake for additional 
30 minutes or until a knife inserted 
in the center comes out clean. Good 
warm or chilled.

bake into a pie. Bacon was at the 
top of the list for a couple family 
members, and I think we will tackle 
a chocolate nut bacon pie later this 
month. We scoured our books, 
cooking sites, and asked friends. 

We decided to try a banofee pie, 
a British dessert recipe that is loved 
by many and screams sweet banana 
toffee flavor. A couple family 
members are not thrilled with 
bananas so we weren’t sure what to 
expect. It was delicious. Quick tip: 
The longer you can chill the crust 
the better (before filling and before 
cutting). It needs to chill. 

The old-fashioned oatmeal pie 
was a recipe I had written in a side 
pocket from years ago, and I’m 
glad we gave it a try. These simple 
ingredients, all kept in our pantry, 
made a tasty dessert after dinner. 

 For added fun, we cut pie dough 
to form the Greek letter for Pi (π) 
and topped our pie with it!

Old fashioned oatmeal pie. COURTESY PHO-
TO/MELISSA STEWART

Cooking

by Melissa Stewart

German onion pie
Ingredients 
4 thick slices of bacon, diced
2 cups peeled and chopped yellow 
onion
2 eggs, beaten
1 cup sour cream
1 tablespoon flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1 9-inch pie shell, unbaked

Directions
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
Saute the bacon, draining most of 
the fat. Add the onions and saute 
until clear. Do not brown. Set aside to 
cool. Beat the eggs and sour cream 
together in a medium-sized bowl. 
Sprinkle the flour over the top and 
beat in. Mix in the salt and pepper. 
Prick the bottom of the pie shell 
several times with a fork. Spread the 
onions and bacon over the bottom 
of the pie shell. Pour the sour cream 
mixture over the top. Bake for 15 
minutes. Reduce heat to 350 degrees 
and bake for another 15
minutes or until pie is nicely 
browned. Serve hot. Breakfast works!

–Recipe from Jeff Smith’s “The Frugal 
Gourmet on our Immigrant Ancestors”

Banoffee pie
Ingredients 
10 ounces shortbread cookies
8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted 
butter, melted and cooled
8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted 
butter
3/4 cup packed dark brown sugar
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened 
condensed milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups cold heavy cream
2 tablespoons powdered sugar
4 ripe bananas
Chocolate bits (optional)

Directions
To make the crust, place the cookies 
in a food processor. Pulse to fine 
crumbs, about 10 to 12 (1-second) 
pulses. Add the butter and pulse 
until the mixture looks wet and holds 
together when pressed. Transfer the 
crumbs to a 10-inch tart pan with a 
removable bottom. Press the crust 
firmly and evenly onto the bottom 
and up the sides of the pan; use a 
heavy glass jar if needed to push 
down. Refrigerate for 1 hour.
To make the filling, melt the 
butter in a medium saucepan over 
medium-high heat. Add the brown 
sugar, sweetened condensed milk, 
vanilla, and salt and bring to a boil. 
Boil, stirring continuously, until the 
mixture is dark, about 2 minutes.
Pour the filling into the prepared 
crust and smooth into an even layer. 
Refrigerate again for 1 hour.
When ready to serve, whip the cream 
with an electric hand mixer or by 
hand in a bowl with a whisk to stiff 
peaks, about 5 minutes on medium 
speed. You can sweeten the cream 
with 2 tablespoons of powdered 
sugar, but keep in mind that the 
toffee filling is quite sweet.
Slice the bananas and place evenly 
on top of the pie. Dollop on the 
whipped cream and garnish with 
shaved chocolate or bits, if desired.
Refrigerate any leftovers, if any.

Ricotta pie
Makes two pies

Ingredients 
12 eggs
2 cups white sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3 pounds ricotta cheese
1/4 cup miniature semisweet 
chocolate chips
4 cups all-purpose flour 
5 teaspoons baking powder
1 cup white sugar
1/2 cup shortening, chilled
1 tablespoon shortening, chilled
4 eggs, lightly beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 tablespoon milk (optional)

Directions
Beat the 12 eggs, 2 cups sugar and 
vanilla extract together in a large 
bowl. Stir in the ricotta cheese and 
the chocolate chips. Set aside.
Combine the flour, baking powder, 
and 1 cup sugar together. Cut in 1/2 
cup plus 1 tablespoon shortening 
until the mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs. Mix in 4 beaten eggs and 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract. Divide 
dough into 4 balls, wrap in plastic, 
and chill for at least 30 minutes.
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. 
Grease two deep-dish pie plates.
Roll out 2 of the balls to fit into the 
pie pans. Do not make the crust 
too thick, as it will expand during 
cooking. Do not flute the edges of 
the dough. Roll out the other 2 balls 
of dough and cut each into 8 narrow 
strips for the top of the crust or use 
cookie cutters to create shapes for 
the top of the pies.
Pour the ricotta filling evenly into 
the pie crusts. Top each pie with the 
8 narrow strips of dough or cookie 
cut-outs. Brush top of pie with milk 
for shine, if desired. Place foil on the 
edge of crust.
Bake in preheated oven for 20 to 30 
minutes, then remove foil. Rotate 
pies on the rack so they will bake 
evenly. Continue to bake until a knife 
inserted in the center of each pie 
comes out clean, 25 to 30 minutes 
more. Cool completely on wire racks, 
being sure not to cut into it until 
ready. Refrigerate until serving.

The German onion pie included 
the bacon we needed, and is a fun 
recipe for breakfast.  

The ricotta pie was creamy and 
amazing, and feels like a cannoli in 
a pie. This recipe makes two pies 
and worked wonderfully. Enjoy!

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
SHARING 

YOUR RECIPES 
AND PHOTOS? 

Contact editor@
grownorthwest.com. 
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Happy March! Thanks for reading!
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LOCAL LIFE
Send your photos to editor@grownorthwest.com. Your photo may be included here in our next 
issue. Seasonal content only please: food, farms, cooking, gardening, DIY, crafts, adventures, events, 
landscapes and more. Be sure to include name of photographer and brief description of material. 

Melting  ice. PHOTO BY CAROL KILGORE

Birds of a feather. PHOTO BY CLAUDIA ANDERSON

Mt. Baker overlooking Skagit Valley farms. PHOTO BY ROBERT KOCH

A world of color at Northwest Yarns. PHOTO BY TOMMY CALDERON

Covered in snow. PHOTO BY GANJANA NGAMSNIT
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Sunset views from Conway Hill. PHOTO BY KIMBERLY LANCE

Sun shining through farm tractor. PHOTO BY ROBERT KOCH

Squirrel antics. PHOTO BY CAROL KILGORE

Oregon grape. PHOTO BY CAROL KILGORE

Winter bloom. PHOTO BY JULIE HAGEN

Cattle. PHOTO BY CLAUDIA ANDERSON
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BELLINGHAM – WSU What-
com Extension is hosting a garden 
forum and learning fair dedi-
cated to community gardeners and 
groups that support their efforts in 
Bellingham and Whatcom County. 
All are welcome. The event will be 
Saturday, March 23 from 1-3 p.m. 
at  Eleanor Place community room, 
1510 N. Forest St. Bellingham. Top-
ics include: Land and landowner 
agreements, donations, grants, 
local business support, irrigation, 
rain water catchment, tools/sup-
plies, compost and soil testing, 
garden layout and improvements, 
recruiting gardeners, garden man-
agement, cover cropping, social 

aspects and more. For more infor-
mation, contact Beth Chisholm at 
beth.chisholm@wsu.edu. Tabling at 
this event is available. Community 
garden locations include: Blaine, 
Christ the King Foodbank Farm, 
Chuckanut Center, Cordata, Co-
lumbia Valley (Kendall), Everson, 
Faith Lutheran Church, Ferndale 
Friendship, Growing Alliances, 
Lummi Nation, Lummi Island, 
Lydia Place, Meridian Middle 
School,  Maple Falls, Our Saviors 
Lutheran, Outback Farm, Sterling 
Meadows, Sudden Valle, Sudden 
Valley Barn View, York Farm, and 
City of Bellingham Gardens.  

Garden Forum and 
Learning Fair set
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Growing
Celebrating Spring plant sales

Sweet spring arrives this 
month, and with it comes 
the annual plant sales and 

seed swaps we love so much in our 
northwest corner. Here are some of 
our favorites!

Western Washington Fruit 
Research Foundation’s Winter 
Field Day & Open House is Satur-
day, March 2. This year’s theme is 
“Soil Health.” Lectures, workshops, 
demonstrations, and orchard tours. 
Rootstock and scion-wood avail-
able for sale to graft your own tree. 
Over 100 varieties available (apples, 
pears, plums, cherries, quince, etc.)  
Entry is free to all members or $15 
per person/$30 per family. Bring 
lunch. Northwest Washington Re-
search and Extension Center, 16650 
State Route 536, Mount Vernon. 
See www.nwfruit.org.

The Whatcom Farm Forestry 
Tree Sale will be Saturday, March 
16 from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Northwest Washington Fair-
grounds in Lynden. This amazing 
events offers a variety of trees for 
$1 each. Get there early! Species 
include Mugho Pine, Fraser Fir, 
Sitka Spruce, Deodar Cedar, Giant 
Sequoia, Western Hemlock, Noble 
Fir, Incense Cedar, Norway Spruce, 
Grand Fir, Ponderosa Pine, Western 
Red Cedar, Colorado Blue Spruce, 
Concolor Fir, and Douglas Fir. For 
more information or to place a large 
order, contact whatcom@wafarm-
forestry.com or call 360-733-5931. 

The Whatcom Conservation 
District’s 26th annual Native 
Plant Sale is Saturday, March 23 on 
the Campus of Whatcom Com-
munity College. More than 40 tree 
and shrub species will be for sale 
at great prices. Visit with commu-
nity resources, local growers, and 
more in the vendor area. This year, 
pre-orders will only be done online 
through https://www.whatcomcd.
org/plant-sale. Pre-orders must 
be received by March 11. The sale 
day runs 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. See www.
whatcomcd.org or the Facebook 
event page for details. 

The 31st Annual Fairhaven 

by Grow Northwest

Plant and Tree Sale will be Sat-
urday, March 30 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in the Hillcrest Chapel parking 
lot (corner of Old Fairhaven Park-
way and 14th Street). Shoppers can 
purchase plants and other garden 
items direct from local and regional 
growers. Items include perenni-
als, veggie starts, specialty grasses, 
ornamentals, trees, native plants, 
herbs, berries, bamboo, metal art, 
and more. Vendors donate a portion 
of sales to Fairhaven Neighbors, 
which i uses proceeds for neighbor-
hood projects such as the Fairhaven 
Community Garden, and to help 
support other local non-profits. 
This year, Bellingham Senior Center 
and Chuckanut Center will also 
benefit. For more information 
see Facebook.com/Fairhaven-
PlantAndTreeSale or contact Lisa 
Heisey at 360-220-4747. 

The South Fork Seed Swap & 
Giveaway is Saturday, March 2. 
Seeds shared, questions answered, 
insights exchanged. All welcome. 
Presented by the South Fork Valley 
Community Association and Local 
Food Works. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Van 
Zandt Community Hall, 4106 Valley 
Highway, corner of Highway 9 and 
Potter Road. Free admission, all 
welcome. For more information, 
contact localfoodworks@rocket-
mail.com. 

The annual Community Seed 
Swap was rescheduled last month 
due to weather and will now be held 
Saturday, March 9 at the Belling-
ham Unitarian Fellowship, 1207 
Ellsworth Street in Bellingham. 
Cascadia Skillshare and Barter 
Faire present this combined event, 
offering classes, dinner, barter and 
skillshare, seed swap and more 
Participants bringing seeds should 
have packages clearly labeled with 

crop type, variety name, and the 
timeframe they were collected. The 
seed swap and barter area will be 
from 1:30-4:30 p.m. All welcome to 
bring homemade items to barter.

Classes include: “Seed Saving” 
with Celt Schira at 10:30 a.m.; 
“Eating for a Future” with Krista 
Rome at noon; “Wine from Found 
& Foraged Fruit” with Laura Sellens 
at noon;  “The Versitile Sunchoke” 
with Travis Linds at 12:50 p.m.; 
“Sauerkraut and Kimchee” with 
Suki Aufhauser at 12:50 p.m.; “The 
5th Season-Preserving the Harvest” 
with Jennie GoForth at 1:40 p.m.;  
“Edible Weeds” with Terri Wilde 
at 2:35 p.m.; “Asian Fast Pickles” 
with Les Ishimoto at 2:35 p.m. and 
“Imagine Permaculture: Resilient 
Whole System Design Strategies” 
with Brian Kerkvliet, Inspiration 
Farm, at 3:40 p.m. A chili dinner 
starts at 5 p.m. and is by donation. 
Tickets for the day’s event is $10/
adult and free for children under 12. 
See www.cascadiaskillshare.org.

The  2019 Skagit Conservation 
District Plant Sale is Saturday, 
April 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
WACD Lynn Brown Materials 
Center, 16564 Bradley Road in Bow. 
Large selection of native plants 
available for good prices. Pre-order 
pick up Friday, April 14. For more 
details, see http://www.skagitcd.
org/native_plant_sales.

The Whatcom County Dahlia 
Society Tuber Sale will be Sat-
urday, April 7. Explore over 600 
varieties of dahlias, and visit with 
local, knowledgable growers. Free 
entry, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Bloedel 
Donovan Park in Bellingham. See 
whatcomcountydahliasociety.org.

To share plant sale event dates 
please send information to editor@
grownorthwest.com. 

Whatcom Conservation District readies for the annual native plant sale and expo, coming 
up March 23. Over 40 species of native, bare-root trees, shrubs, and perennials will be 
available. All pre-orders must be done online (www.whatcomcd.org); paper forms have 
been discontinued this year. COURTESY PHOTO

Native plants, tree 
sales, seed swaps, 
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No-Sew Braided Rugs: Friday, March 1 
and Wednesday, March 6. Learn how to 
craft a beautiful no-sew braided rug from 
old sheets. Bring sharp scissors, two old 
bed sheets in different colors, flat or fit-
ted, any size. Friday 10 a.m. and Wednes-
day 6 p.m. Ragfinery, Bellingham. Regis-
ter at www.ragfinery.com.

Friday Night Flick: Open Sesame: The 
Story of Seeds: Friday, March 1. Watch 
the movie and have a discussion with 
representatives from LocalFoodWorks! 
7 p.m. Van Zandt Community Hall, 4106 
Valley Highway, corner of Highway 9 
and Potter Road. Suggested donation is 
$5/person, $10/family. Presented by the 
South Fork Valley Community Associa-
tion. 

Winter Field Day: Saturday, March 2. 
Western Washington Fruit Research 
Foundation’s Winter Field Day & Open 
House: Saturday, March 2. This year’s 
theme is “Soil Health.” Lectures, work-
shops, demonstrations, and orchard 
tours. Rootstock and scion-wood avail-
able for sale to graft your own tree. Over 
100 varieties available (apples, pears, 
plums, cherries, quince, etc.)  Entry is free 
to all members or $15 per person/$30 
per family. Bring lunch. Northwest Wash-
ington Research and Extension Center, 
16650 State Route 536, Mount Vernon. 
See www.nwfruit.org

South Fork Seed Swap & Giveaway: 
Saturday, March 2. Seeds shared, ques-
tions answered, insights exchanged. No 
need to bring your own seeds, just join 
the fun, gather ideas, and get ready to 
garden. Presented by the South Fork Val-
ley Community Association and Local 
Food Works. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Van Zandt 
Community Hall, 4106 Valley Highway, 
corner of Highway 9 and Potter Road. 
Free admission, all welcome. For more 
information, contact localfoodworks@
rocketmail.com. 

Clay Extravaganza: Saturday, March 2. 
Come celebrate all things clay with the 
members of Whatcom Artists of Clay and 
Kiln, as well as a few neighboring artists.  
Try out the wheel, have the kids make 
something, watch our highly anticipated 
Clay Games Competition, or just shop all 
the wonderful creations. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Depot Market Square, 1100 Railroad Ave, 
Bellingham. 

Loganita Farms Kitchen Garden Com-
panion with Mary von Krusenstiern:  
Saturday, March 2. Loganita Farms is the 
culinary garden for world-renowned Wil-
lows Inn on Lummi Island. Head farmer 
Mary von Krusenstiern shares her favorite 
tips for getting the most out of your own 
containers, raised beds, or backyard plot. 
The book will be available for $20. Spon-
sored by Friends of the Island Library. 
7:30 p.m. Island Library, 2144 South Nu-
gent Road, Lummi Island, (360) 758-7145.

Growing Small Fruits: Saturday, March 
2. This workshop will focus on techniques 
for growing small fruiting plants, like 
blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, 
strawberries, and kiwis. 1:30 p.m. $15 per 
person. Cloud Mountain Farm Center, 
Everson. Register at www.cloudmoun-

tainfarmcenter.org. 
 
A Fascination for Hellebores, Christian-
son’s 13th Annual Winter Festival: Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 2-3. Hellebores 
bloom through the winter where nights 
remain cool and their rich green foliage 
provides summer and winter structure. A 
complimentary class begins Saturday at 
11 a.m. with keynote speaker and noted 
horticulturist, Riz Reyes, who will dis-
cuss the different varieties of hellebores 
and how to use them in the garden, cut 
arrangements and containers. Stay af-
ter class for a live floral arrangement 
demonstration by Riz with emphasis on 
current trends. Hellebore offerings will 
pack the Propagation House to the brim 
with a beautiful display throughout the 
weekend with exciting new varieties and 
tried and true favorites. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Christianson’s Nursery, 15806 Best Road, 
Mount Vernon. For reservations, visit the 
Nursery or call 360-466-3821. Class fee 
$8. www.ChristiansonsNursery.com.
  
Grow Your Own Vegetables with Kim: 
Saturday, March 2. Learn about lighting, 
soil, temperature, containers, and seed 
germination times. Special discounts on 
all Territorial, Renee’s, and Botanical In-
terest seeds. Class is free. 9 a.m. Garden 
Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 360-676-5480, 
www.garden-spot.com. 

Sample, Sip and Pair: Saturday, March 
2. Samish Bay cheeses  pairings will be 
samples with local organic Finnriver ci-
der varieties. 1-5 p.m. No cost to attend. 
Samish Bay Cheese, Bow. 

Mardi Gras Dinner and Dance Party: 
Saturday, March 2. Dinner at 6 p.m. Fol-
lowed by 7 p.m. dance with The Lopez 
Cajun Band. Dinner & Dance Combo: 
$25, Dance $10, Kids free. Lopez Island 
Grange, 452 Richardson Rd, Lopez Island, 
lopezislandgrange@gmail.com. 

Successful Beekeeping in Whatcom 
County with Michael Jaross: Starts 
Tuesday, March 5. Hosted by Chuckanut 
Center, 103 Chuckanut Drive, Bellingham. 
This 8-week course with beekeeper Mi-
chael Jaross will focus on his own meth-
ods for keeping honeybees alive, healthy 
and productive under local conditions, 
as well as equipment, hive inspections, 
swarms, diseases and parasites, feeding 
bees, honey, queens, preparing for suc-
cessful over-wintering, bringing bees 
into spring, and more. The class meets for 
8 weeks, Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuition 
is $195. Participants will work with bees 
on site, and make several daytime field 
trips to Jaross’ teaching apiary at WWU, 
The Outback Apiary. For more informa-
tion, see http://whatcombeehelp.com/.

Brews & Bread: A Celebration of Lo-
cal Grains: Tuesday, March 5. Join us for 
this special meet and greet with local 
brewers, bakers, millers and malters.  The 
Friends of Mount Vernon Library will be 
hosting a Celebration of Local Grains at 
Hillcrest Lodge on Tuesday, March 5th 
from 6 to 8pm.  This all ages event is free 
and open to the public. Agriculture re-
mains a very important part of the econ-
omy and way of life in the Skagit Valley.  
In this special presentation and panel dis-

cussion, we will explore the evolution of 
grain growing and learn about the ways 
this grain is being processed and used in 
value added products here in the valley.  
This is a chance to learn about the excit-
ing things happening at local businesses, 
such as The Bread Lab, Anacortes Brew-
ery, Chuckanut Brewery, Skagit Valley 
Malting and Garden Path Fermentation 
Project.  Bring your questions, as there 
will be lots of time for discussion as we 
mingle with brews and bread samples! 
There will be free samples for everyone of 
bread from Breadfarm and Golden Glen 
Creamery butter.  And attendees 21and 
over will have the opportunity to sample 
local beers from Anacortes Brewery for a 
$3 charge (cash only), with all proceeds 
benefitting The Friends of Mount Vernon 
Library.  The Friends will also have tote 
bags for sale for $5.

Whatcom Agriculture - Is There A Fu-
ture? Wednesday, March 6. Hosted by 
Common Threads Northwest. Meridian 
High School, 194 W Laurel Road, Belling-
ham. Doors open at 6 p.m. Program starts 
at 7 p.m. Whatcom County farms are 
shrinking in numbers. Common Threads 
NW (CTNW) have invited representatives 
from the local agricultural community to 
share their concerns and needs. “What 
will it take to retain our farming base in 
Whatcom County?”

The Education of a Garden Traveler, 
with Marty Wingate: Birchwood Gar-
den Club’s March Meeting: Wednesday, 
March 6. Sit back and enjoy a travelogue 
through the gardens of England, Ireland 
and Scotland, virtually visiting gardens 
both public and private. Marty Wingate is 
a writer and speaker on gardens and trav-
el. Her garden books include “Perennials 
for the Pacific Northwest” (Sasquatch 
Books) and “Landscaping for Privacy” 
(Timber Press). Sign up for her newsletter 
at martywingate.com. Birchwood Garden 
Club membership is open to anyone in 
Whatcom or Skagit County. 7 p.m. What-
com Museum Rotunda Room, 121 Pros-
pect Street, Bellingham. See www.birch-
woodgardenclub.org. 

Western WA Berry Workshop: Friday, 
March 8. The full agenda is available at 
https://extension.wsu.edu/skagit/event/
western-washington-berry-workshop-3/. 
WSU Mount Vernon NWREC, 16650 State 
Route 536, Mount Vernon. Contact: Don 
McMoran, WSU Skagit Co. Extension Di-
rector, (360) 428-4270 ext. 225 or dmc-
moran@wsu.edu.

Red Barn Spring Market: Friday and 
Saturday, March 8-9. Hosted by Red Barn 
Market Events. Vintage, home decor, bou-
tique clothing, craft and more vendors. 
Watch for our upcoming class schedule 
as well as vendor features. The North-
west Washington Fair and Event Center, 
1775 Front St, Lynden. Friday hours 6-9 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. - 4p.m. See the 
Facebook event page for more details. 

Anacortes Monthly Winter Farmers 
Market: Saturday, March 9. Held the 
second Saturday of each month through 
March. Inside the Depot building. For 
more details, see www.anacortesfarmer-
smarket.org.

MARCH EVENTS
Send event submissions to info@grownorthwest.com. Find more updates online at www.grownorthwest.com.

Saturday and Sunday, March 9-10
See blooming orchids, exhibits by orchid societies, and 
sales by Emerald City Orchids and MBOS members. Satur-
day hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The show will be judged by American Orchid Society ac-
credited judges, and ribbons and trophies will be award-
ed. Members will be available to answer your questions. 
An orchid repotting service will also be available, along 
with instructions on how to grow orchids successfully 
at home. The show and parking are free, at Skagit Valley 
Gardens, 18923 Peter Johnson Rd., Mount Vernon. See 
www.facebook.com/mountbakerorchidsociety/ for more 
information. 

Mt. Baker Orchid Society Show and Sale

Good Pickin’s

Four-Season Hummingbird Garden
Saturday, March 16
Just in time for spring, the 
Skagit Audubon Society 
will present a program 
about hummingbirds and 
how to attract them to 
your garden. Instructors 
Sheila Pera and Jane Brandt will cover garden design and 
plants that are a magnet for these beautiful birds through-
out the year. The class fee is $8. 11 a.m. Christianson’s 
Nursery, 15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. For reservations, 
visit the Nursery or call 360-466-3821.

Saturday and 
Sunday, March 
30-31
Family fun for 
everyone. Rocks, 
minerals, fossils, 
gems, jewelry, 
and lapidary 
equipment. See demos, exhibits, door prizes, raffles, on-
going silent auction. Try gold panning, activities for kids, 
and more. Food service available.  2214 Electric Ave, Bell-
ingham. See www.mtbakerrockclub.orgs.

Mt. Baker Rock and Gem Show
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Winter Market: Saturdays, March 9 & 
March 23, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Produce, farm 
products, baked goods, live music. Lopez 
Island Grange, 452 Richardson Rd, Lopez 
Island, lopezislandgrange@gmail.com. 

4th annual Whatcom Small Farm 
Expo: Saturday, March 9. Presented by 
the Whatcom Conservation District, this 
event offers something for everyone. 
Hands-on exhibits demonstrating the 
latest in agricultural innovations, prod-
ucts and services, and seminars by lo-
cal veterinarians, financial advisors, and 
horticulturists. Meet with vendors and 
local resources. Whether you are trying 
to grow your own food, making the tran-
sition from hobby to business or operat-
ing a small farm business, there will be 
information available for all. 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Northwest Washington Fairgrounds, 
1775 Front Street, Lynden. See the Face-
book event page for more information.

Winter Birds of Whatcom County:  Sat-
urday, March 9. Join the North Cascades 
Audubon Society’s Board Member Chris 
Brewer for a presentation about the 
many birds that migrate to our area for 
winter as well as those who reside here 
year-round. Photographs by Ken Salz-
man provides amazing images. 2 p.m. 
Blaine Library, 610 3rd Street, (360) 305-
3637.

Plan Your Garden: Saturday, March 9.  
Learn from Whatcom County Master 
Gardeners how to plan your vegetable 
garden for success this summer and fall. 
This free session will discuss what veg-
etables and layout make sense for your 
space and needs, enriching your soil, 
and timing for planning, whether you 
choose seeds or starts. Sponsored by an 
Ellen A’Key King County Master Gardener 
Foundation Grant. 11 a.m. North Fork 
Library, 7506 Kendall Road, Maple Falls, 
(360) 599-2020.

Clematis 101: Saturday, March 9. Unravel 
the mystery of clematis vines. Discuss va-
rieties, pruning, and care of these wild 
plants. Clematis will be discounted for 
this special event. Class is free. 9 a.m. Gar-
den Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 360-676-
5480, www.garden-spot.com.

Pruning for Aesthetics: Saturday, March 
9. Learn from Ornamental Horticulturist 
Hans Wressnigg about how to approach 
pruning with a clear vision for your gar-
den and learn techniques that result 
in discriminating canopy thinning and 
growth management. 1 a.m. Christian-
son’s Nursery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon. For reservations, visit the Nurs-
ery or call 360-466-3821. Class fee $8. 
www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
 
Growing Great Roses: Saturday, March 
9. The rose is America’s most popular 
flower and is also one of the very oldest 
in cultivation, with thousands of different 
varieties. Take notes from Christianson’s 
rose buyer, Nancy Stewart, on variet-
ies we have in stock that are fragrant, 
disease-resistant, easy care, and are also 
well-suited for the Northwest. For res-
ervations, visit the Nursery or call 360-
466-3821. 1 p.m. Christianson’s Nursery, 
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. Class 
fee $8. www.ChristiansonsNursery.com.

The Mount Baker Orchid Society Show 
and Sale: Saturday and Sunday, March 
9-10. See blooming orchids, exhibits by 

orchid societies, and sales by Emerald 
City Orchids and MBOS members. The 
show and parking are free. Skagit Val-
ley Gardens, 18923 Peter Johnson Rd., 
Mount Vernon. Saturday hours are 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
show will be judged by American Orchid 
Society accredited judges, and ribbons 
and trophies will be awarded. Members 
will be available to answer your orchid 
questions. An orchid repotting service 
will also be available, along with instruc-
tions on how to grow orchids successful-
ly at home. For more information, please 
contact Betsy at betsyp1045@gmail.com 
(360-647-1752). See www.facebook.com/
mountbakerorchidsociety/ for more in-
formation. 

2019 Whatcom County Science and 
Engineering Fair: Saturday, March 9. 
Hosted by Whatcom County Science and 
Engineering Fair and St. Paul’s Academy. 
Curious kids of all ages are welcome at 
the Whatcom County Science and Engi-
neering Fair! All young scientists, engi-
neers, makers, and collectors in grades 
K-12 are encouraged to enter. Win excit-
ing prizes in each category and age di-
vision. There will be open viewing time 
after judging - a great time for the whole 
family to see what imaginative projects 
our young thinkers and do-ers create. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. St. Paul’s Academy, 1509 E. 
Victor St., Bellingham. For more informa-
tion, see http://whatcomcountyscience-
fair.com. 

Dig Into Spring: Raised Beds with Dave 
Buchan, Master Gardener: Tuesday, 
March 12. Learn the benefits of raised 
bed gardening for the home gardener. 
Discover the many styles available, con-
struction tips and the best materials to 
use- including corrugated, galvanized 
steel panels. Dig Into Spring is a program 
through the Washington State University 
Skagit Master Gardener’s Series at the 
Mount Vernon City Library, 6 p.m. 315 
Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon, (360) 336-
6209. 

Pruning: Wednesday, March 13. Learn 
how and when to prune, tools needed, 
growth habits of trees and bushes, and 
how to get overgrown trees back into 
shape. Presented by Blaine C.O.R.E. 
(Community Orchards for Resources and 
Education). 4 p.m. Blaine Library, 610 3rd 
Street, (360) 305-3637.

Snohomish County Fruit Society: 
Growing Avocados: Thursday, March 
14. Experienced grower John Cornell will 
speak about growing avocados. Meet 
members of the Snohomish County Fruit 
Society. Refreshments served. 7-9 p.m. at 
the Snohomish Boys & Girls Club, located 

at 402  2nd Street, Snohomish. The meet-
ing is open to the public and everyone is 
invited. For more information, see http://
snohomishcfs.wordpress.com. 

2nd Annual Pi Day Pie Celebration and 
Pie Contest: Thursday, March 14. 3.14 is 
the best day to talk about pi while eating 
delicious pie. Enjoy the homemade pie 
baking contest, fun pi/pie trivia, and a pie 
eating contest. Pies entered can be sa-
vory or sweet and must be clearly labeled 
with the baker’s name and pie title. Regis-
tration is required for the Homemade Pie 
Baking Contest and prizes will be award-
ed for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place along with 
the prestigious People’s Choice Award. 
3:30 p.m. Lynden Library, 216 4th Street, 
(360) 354-4883.

Make a Bird Feeder: Friday, March 15. 
Come celebrate the Wings Over Water 
Festival at the Blaine Library by making 
your very own bird feeder to take home. 
Materials provided. For grades K-5. 3 p.m. 
Blaine Library, 610 3rd Street, (360) 305-
3637.

Bellingham Winter Saturday Farmers 
Market: Saturday, March 16. Held the 
third Saturday of each month through 
March. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Depot Market 
Square, with over 100 vendors. See bell-
inghamfarmers.org.
 
Let’s Talk Daylilies: Saturday, March 
16. Daylilies are the plants that every 
gardener dreams of and they are deer 
resistant.  Learn what is new in the 2019 
daylily collection at Garden Spot Nursery. 
Class is free. 9 a.m. Garden Spot Nursery, 
Bellingham. 360-676-5480, www.garden-
spot.com.

Tool Sharpening & Spring Mainte-
nance: Saturday, March 16. Pruning 
shears, clippers, chainsaws, mowers, and 
other tools work better when they’re 
sharp and appropriately adjusted. Learn 
the tips and tricks for making the main-
tenance process easier and more effi-
cient. Presented by Phil McRee and Heino 
Sunter of Blaine C.O.R.E. (Community Or-
chards for Resources and Education). 10 
a.m. Blaine Library, 610 3rd Street, (360) 
305-3637.

Designing a Four-Season Humming-
bird Garden: Saturday, March 16. Just in 
time for spring and the return of Rufous 
Hummingbirds to the Pacific Northwest, 
the Skagit Audubon Society will present 
a program about hummingbirds and 
how to attract them to your garden. In-
structors Sheila Pera and Jane Brandt 
will cover garden design and plants that 
are a magnet for these beautiful birds 

continued on the next page>>>
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throughout the year. 11 a.m. Christian-
son’s Nursery, 15806 Best Road, Mount 
Vernon. For reservations, visit the Nurs-
ery or call 360-466-3821. Class fee $8.  
www.ChristiansonsNursery.com.

Plan Your Garden: Saturday, March 16. 
Learn from Whatcom County Master 
Gardeners how to plan your vegetable 
garden for success this summer and fall. 
This free session will discuss what veg-
etables and layout make sense for your 
space and needs, enriching your soil, and 
timing for planting, whether you choose 
seeds or starts. The program is sponsored 
by an Ellen A’Key King County Master 
Gardener Foundation Grant. 11 a.m. 
Deming Library, 5044 Mt. Baker Highway, 
(360) 592-2422.

Winemaking from Forage: Saturday, 
March 16. Learn hands-on to make deli-
cious wines from garden produce and 
“waste” as well as forage fruits. Each par-
ticipant will receive a take-home kit of 
the tools needed to start their first gal-
lon of homemade wine using their own 
fruit and/or veggies. Age 21+ only. Space 
is limited; registration is required. 1 p.m. 
Blaine Library, 610 3rd Street, (360) 305-
3637.

Let’s Make Mozzarella and Burrata! 
with Marisa Papetti: Saturday, March 
16. Learn how to make delicious moz-
zarella and burrata from Marisa Papetti 
of Marie’s Bees. 11 a.m. $35. Milk for this 
class supplied by Twin Brooks Creamery 
of Lynden. This is a kid friendly event. 
Downtown Co-op Healthy Connections 
Classroom, 405 E. Holly St., Ste. 103, Bell-
ingham. Register at https://community-
food.coop/event/.

Flavors of the Philippines: Tuesday, 
March 19. Enjoy dishes of traditional Fil-
ipino-style home cooking enhanced with 
fragrant Chinese spices with chef Robert 
Fong. $49. 6:30 p.m. Downtown Co-op 
Connections Building, Bellingham. See 
https://communityfood.coop/events.

Growing Groceries Series: Good Bugs, 
Bad Bugs, & Pollinators: Wednesday, 
March 20. Learn who’s who and how to 
attract the good guys. 7 p.m. WSU Sno-
homish County Extension’s Cougar Au-
ditorium, 600 128th St SE Everett, WA in-
side McCollum Park. $20. Register online 
at GrowingGroceries.Eventbrite.com. For 
more information, visit extension.wsu.
edu/snohomish/growing-groceries.

Own Your Power… Go Solar! with Ban-
ner Power Solutions: Thursday, March 
21.  The Banner Power Solutions team will 
be on-hand to answer questions about 
solar for the home, business, or farm. 
Learn how solar power, generators, and 
retrofit lighting work and can cut down 
your energy bill; and how to lower the 
cost of your solar project through State 
and Federal incentives. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
Skagit Valley Food Coop, Mount Vernon. 
Register at http://www.skagitfoodcoop.
com/event/.

Film: On Her Shoulders: Friday, March 
22. Documentary on Nadia Murad, 2018 
Nobel Peace Prize Recipient, begins at 
7 p.m. Lopez Island Grange, 452 Rich-
ardson Rd, Lopez Island, lopezisland-
grange@gmail.com. 
 
Whatcom Conservation District’s 26th 
annual Native Plant Sale: Saturday, 
March 23. More than 40 tree and shrub 

species available at the sale. Visit with 
community resources, local growers, and 
more in the vendor area. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
On the Campus of Whatcom Community 
College, Bellingham. This year, pre-orders 
will only be done online through https://
www.whatcomcd.org/plant-sale. Pre-or-
ders must be received by March 11.

‘Make It and Take It’ Hypertufa: Satur-
day, March 23. Kim Swanson will teach 
you how to make hypertufa containers. 
These lightweight concrete planters 
have been used in Old-English gardens 
for centuries and they can become a part 
of your garden. $39 covers all supplies. 9 
a.m. Garden Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 
360-676-5480, www.garden-spot.com.

Starting, Planting and Staking Dahl-
ias Made Easy: Saturday, March 23. 
Learn how to grow floriferous dahlias 
from tubers, cuttings and seedlings us-
ing inexpensive grow lights and propa-
gation mats. John and Kathy Willson, 
former owners of popular Swede Hill 
Dahlia Sunflower Farm, will teach you 
fool-proof methods for getting your 
plants off to a great growing season of 
amazing blooms. 11 a.m. Christianson’s 
Nursery, 15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. 
For reservations, visit the Nursery or call 
360-466-3821. Class fee $8.  www.Chris-
tiansonsNursery.com.

Community Garden Public Forum & 
Learning Fair: Saturday, March 23. WSU 
Whatcom Extension is hosting a Commu-
nity garden forum. Come to share your 
garden with others, discuss benefits and 
barriers to expanding community gar-
dens. Sharing resources, find plots and 
gardens near you. Learn how to manage 
garden for success. 1-3 p.m. Eleanor Place 
community room, 1510 N. Forest St.,  
Bellingham. Hosted by Community First 
Garden Project- WSU Whatcom County 
Extension and WSU Whatcom County 
Master Gardeners. See the Facebook 
event page for more details. 

The 3rd Annual Spring Market at Su-
mas Elementary: Saturday, March 23. 
Presented by the Sumas PTO. Over 50 lo-
cal crafters, artisans and direct sales ven-
dors will be coming together to support 
Sumas Elementary! 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Su-
mas Elementary, 1024 Lawson St, Sumas. 

Turn Your Pantry into a Medicine Cabi-
net: Kitchen Medicine for Coughs and 
Colds: Saturday, March 23. Join Dr. David 
Zamechek and learn how to turn your 
pantry into a medicine cabinet for the 
common cold to use things like honey, 
vinegar, herbs and spices for prevention 
and treatment. 10:30 a.m. Blaine Library, 
610 3rd Street, (360) 305-3637.

Dig Into Spring: Seeds or Starts? With 
Valerie Rose, Master Gardener, and 
Ada Snyder, High Mowing Seed Co.: 
Tuesday, March 26. Some vegetables 
and flowers thrive when planted directly 
into the ground. Others grow best when 
started in a pot or tray, then transplanted 
outside. Learn the best conditions for 
starting your favorite plants and take 
home some free seeds. If you have extras 
bring them to share. Dig Into Spring is a 
program through the Washington State 
University Skagit Master Gardener’s Se-
ries at the Mount Vernon City Library, 6 
p.m. 315 Snoqualmie St, Mount Vernon, 
(360) 336-6209. 

Worm Your Way into Composting! with 

Callie Martin: Tuesday, March 26. Learn 
how easy it is to compost your food 
scraps by harnessing the work of worms 
in our upcoming vermicomposting class. 
Class participants will learn the basics of 
worm bin design, care and feeding. Callie 
Martin is the Waste Reduction Commu-
nity Education/Outreach Specialist for 
Skagit County. 6:30 p.m. Free. Skagit Val-
ley Food Coop, Mount Vernon. Register at 
http://www.skagitfoodcoop.com/event/.

Dahlias: Wednesday, March 27 and Sat-
urday, March 30. Dahlias come in thou-
sands of colors and flower forms, and are 
rewarding with their long bloom time. 
Expert dahlia growers Tiffany Fisk and 
Kelle Sunter will provide demonstrations 
and answer your questions. Presented by 
Blaine C.O.R.E. (Community Orchards for 
Resources and Education). Wednesday at 
4 p.m. Saturday at 10 am. Blaine Library, 
610 3rd Street, (360) 305-3637.

Growing Groceries Series: Seed Start-
ing & Raising Transplants: Wednesday, 
March 27. Save money and raise the vari-
eties that do best in the Northwest. 7 p.m. 
WSU Snohomish County Extension’s Cou-
gar Auditorium, 600 128th St SE Everett, 
WA inside McCollum Park. $20. Register 
online at GrowingGroceries.Eventbrite.
com. For more information, visit exten-
sion.wsu.edu/snohomish/growing-gro-
ceries.

Community Food Coop’s annual Meet-
ing and Party: Saturday, March 30.  5-9 
p.m. Bellingham Cruise Terminal in 
Fairhaven.
 
Perfect Peonies: Saturday, March 30. 
Renel Anderson, from Pure Peonies in 
Everson Washington, leads the class to 
discuss the many varieties of peonies 
that grow well locally and the many ways 
to use them for wedding arrangements 
and fresh cut floral bouquets. 11 a.m. 
Christianson’s Nursery, 15806 Best Road, 
Mount Vernon.  For reservations, visit the 
Nursery or call 360-466-3821. Class fee 
$8. www.ChristiansonsNursery.com.

2nd annual Skagiit Farm to Pint FEST: 
Saturday, March 30. Presented by the 
Port of Skagit. Gathering of 13 Skagit 
breweries paired with Skagit Valley res-
taurants and farmers showcasing local 
produce. Music by Skagit Valley bands. 
The Skagit Breweries will be pairing a 
beer (featuring Skagit Valley Malting 
grain) and a bite (featuring  local ingre-
dients) and offering additional tastings 
of their choice - expect the most creative 
and compelling beers the Valley has to 
offer!  You will receive a commemorative 
glass, 13 pairings of new, rare and classic 
beers expertly paired with a bite, and ad-
ditional samples of the breweries second 
beer offering. All proceeds go to support 
the non-profit Farm Business Incubator 
and Training Program: Viva Farms - Long 
Live Farms! 2-6 p.m. Heritage Flight Mu-
seum, 15053 Crosswind Dr, Burlington. 

The ABC’s of Dwarf Conifers: Saturday, 
March 30. You can count on conifers to 
provide 12 full months of color. Join Gin-
ger as she introduces her favorites for 
2019.  Planting with dwarf conifers is only 
limited by your imagination. Class is free. 
9 a.m. Garden Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 
360-676-5480, www.garden-spot.com.

Herbal Syrups: Saturday, March 30. 
Learn how to make medicinal and fla-
vored syrups for medicine and drink 

making. The class includes a demonstra-
tion of Elderberry Syrup, recipes, and a 
discussion about the ins and outs of syr-
up making. Dr. David Zamechek has been 
teaching herbal medicine since 2010 and 
loves sharing the passion for herbal med-
icine. 10:30 a.m. Ferndale Library, 2125 
Main Street, (360) 384-3647.

Fruit Festival: Saturday, March 30. Come 
learn how to grow more and better fruit! 
Hosted by the Snohomish County Fruit 
Society, a chapter of the Western Cascade 
Fruit Society. All welcome to this free 
event. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Snohomish Boys 
& Girls Club, 402  2nd Street, Snohomish. 
Exhibitors Hall includes fruit-related busi-
nesses, organizations, non profits, edu-
cational displays and hands-on grafting. 
Multiple items for sale including tools, 
rootstock and scion. Interactive Kids 
Zone available. Guest Speakers Include: 
Monica Van der Vieren - Native Berries of 
the PNW, and Ingela Wanerstand – Prun-
ing. 

Farm Share Fair: Saturday, March 30. 
Whatcom and Skagit residents can learn 
about getting farm fresh, healthy food 
in one convenient weekly box and meet 
with local farmers. Presented by Sustain-
able Connections, and co-hosted by Tilth 
Alliance.  Noon to 3 p.m. Boundary Bay 
Brewery & Bistro’s Mountain Room, Bell-
ingham. Open to all. Free admission. See 
eatlocalfirst.org/events.

APRIL
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival: Month-
long festival celebrating tulips and the 
Skagit Valley. Visitors can stop by Tulip 
Town and RoozenGaarde to see fields in 
bloom. Admission is $7 per person, with 
children 5 and under free. Parking is free 
at both facilities. For tulip locations and 
special events throughout the month, 
see tulipfestival.org. 

Ahoy, Lummi Island: Wednesday, April 
3. Chef Robert Fong hosts Casey Paler-
mino, chef de cuisine at Willows Inn, who 
will present delicious dishes. 6:30 p.m. 
Downtown Co-op Connections Building, 
Bellingham. $69. See https://community-
food.coop/events/.

Whatcom County Youth Fair: Friday and 
Saturday, April 5-6. This 2-day learning 
fair is open to all ages 6-18. Registration 
to participate has ended; spectators wel-
come. Categories include animals, coun-
try crafts, horticulture, dairy, photogra-
phy and more. Northwest Washington 
Fairgrounds in Lynden. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information visit the Whatcom 
County Youth Fair Facebook page.

Spring Rexville Grange Art Show: 
Friday through Sunday, April 5-14. An 
event of the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival. 
Paintings, pottery, glass, photography, 
jewelry, felted hats, fine crafts, weaving, 
and wood all featured by local artists. 
Opening night is Friday, April 5 from 6-8 
p.m. with music by Campbell Road and 
refreshments. Come out and meet local 
artists. Rexville Grange Hall, 19299 Rex-
ville Grange Road, Mt Vernon. For more 
details, call (360) 466-0477 or see www.
rexvillegrangeartshow.com.

Bellingham Farmers Market Open-
ing Day: Saturday, April 6. Visit with 95+ 
farmers, food producers, makers, and 

more this first day of the season. The 
opening cabbage toss starts at 9:45 a.m. 
Non-profit fair on Railroad Avenue.  10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Depot Market Square, Bell-
ingham. See bellinghamfarmers.org.

Kokedama Ball Class: Saturday, April 6. 
Learn kokedama, the ancient Japanese 
art of the hanging string garden with 
Ginger Smith. $39 covers all supplies. 9 
a.m. Garden Spot, Bellingham. 360-676-
5480, www.garden-spot.com.

Whatcom County Dahlia Society Tuber 
Sale: Saturday, April 6. Explore and buy 
over 600 varieties of dahlias. Visit with lo-
cal, knowledgable growers. 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Free entry. Bloedel Donovan Park, 
Bellingham. See whatcomcountydahlia-
society.org.

3rd annual Skagit Chili & Chowder 
Cook-off: Saturday, April 6. Hosted by 
Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce, 
Craft Stove, and Farmstrong Brewing. 
Enter your favorite recipe or come and 
enjoy others. 1-4 p.m. at Farmstrong 
Brewing Co., 110 Stewart Road, Mount 
Vernon. $15 gets you six samples and a 
vote (a large portion of your favorite). $25 
to compete – professionals and amateurs 
are welcome. To register, or for more 
details, Contact Jeremy Kindlund at jer-
emy@mountvernonchamber or see the 
Facebook event page. 

48th Annual Whidbey Weavers Guild 
Spin-In: Saturday and Sunday, April 6-7. 
Featured Spinner is Amelia Garipoli. Sat-
urday is Color Wheel Magic, and Sunday 
is Spin Braids into Gold. The People’s 
Choice entry categories will 1) Best Over-
all Handspun Skein, and 2) Best Item 
Created with Handspun. Bring your best 
handspun items and share them in this 
fun competition. Visit with vendors of-
fering fiber, fleeces, yarns, roving, books, 
equipment, tea, soap, and more. Bring 
lunch, refreshments provided. Daily raffle 
and door prizes. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oak 
Harbor High School, #1 Wildcat Way, Oak 
Harbor. Two day admission $15 with op-
tional fiber packet available for $15. Also 
this year is “open to the public” shop-
ping with great selection of vendors on 
Saturday only from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
more information on the event see: www.
whidbeyweaversguild.orgwww.whid-
beyweaversguild.org.

Spotlight on Skagit/ Tradeshow and 
Innovation Forum: Wednesday, April 10. 
Join us at Spotlight on Skagit (formerly 
Schmooze Fair). A business-to-business 
trade show attended by 500+ people. 
Featuring Innovation Speakers Forum 
showcasing the world-class innovation 
being generated in Skagit County. Get 
to know local businesses, and win great 
door prizes. Everyone welcome and 
admission is free. Hosted by Economic 
Development Alliance of Skagit County 
- EDASC. 4-7 p.m. Van Zyverden’s Ware-
house, Burlington.  See the Facebook 
event page for more information. 

27th Annual Garage Sale, Antiques & 
More: Friday and Saturday, April 12-13. 
Over 150 vendors, handcrafted items, live 
music and more. $3 admission. 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. $3 on-site parking. Skagit County 
Fairgrounds, Mount Vernon. More infor-
mation is available at www.skagitcounty.
net/garagesale or call (360) 336-9414.

Skagit Conservation District Plant 
continued on page 19>>>
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JUNIOR GROWERS
Name:

MARCH 2019

Seed growth
Fill an empty yogurt cup or other small 
container/pot with good dirt and 
plant a seed of your choice. Place on 
your windowsill for good light, and 
record the growth process starting 
with Day #1 and continuing each day. 
When  does the start reach the surface? 
Record your guesses and see what hap-
pens! Include your own pictures, too!

What did the tree say to spring? 
What a re-leaf. 

Why are trees very forgiving? 
Because in the Fall they "Let It Go" 
and in the Spring they "turn over a 
new leaf."

Why did the worm cross the ruler? 
To become an inchworm.

Why do hens lay eggs? If they 
dropped them, they’d break.

Funny Farm

This month’s project

Spring is on the way! What do 
you see, hear, smell and think?

Unscramble these words:

HMCAR

NSIGPR

IGDALYHT SINGSAV

DDOILAFF

DSEE

PCSMOOT

ARMKET

IEP

UNSCRAMBLE ANSWERS:  MARCH, SPRING, DAYLIGHT SAVINGS, DAFFODIL, SEEDS, 
COMPOST, MARKET, PIE

Welcome to our section for our youngest readers to enjoy activities 
with their family and friends, and share artwork, stories, jokes, and 
photos. Send submissions to editor@grownorthwest.com. 

WANT A FREE JUNIOR 
GROWERS STICKER? 
Send a quick note about the 
great stuff you’re doing and 
learning, and we’ll send you 
one! It’s green! Email editor@
grownorthwest.com or send to 
PO Box 414 Everson WA 98247. 
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Breadfarm: Makers of artisan loaves and 
baked goods. 5766 Cains Court in Bow. Prod-
ucts also available at area farmers markets and 
retailers. (360) 766-4065, www.breadfarm.com
Mallard Ice Cream: Our ice cream is created 
from as many fresh, local, and organic ingre-
dients as possible because that’s what tastes 
good. (360) 734-3884 / 1323 Railroad Avenue, 
Bellingham / www.mallardicecream.com 
Pacific NW KOLACHE, NEW fresh bakery, fea-
turing meat and sweet treats made with local 
ingredients, visit us 10208 State Ave. Marys-
ville, 360-322-0122, www.pnwkolache.com

RATE: 25 words for $10, each additional word 40¢ each. To place an ad, contact Grow Northwest at 
(360) 398-1155 or info@grownorthwest.com. 

Next Issue: APRIL 2019  •  Deadline: MARCH 21

Grocers
Anacortes Food Coop:  Fidalgo Island now 
has its own coop featuring local, organic and 
sustainable products!  Open 7 days a week. 
Monday - Friday 10 am to 7 pm, Saturday - 
Sunday 10 am to 5pm.  2308 Commercial Ave, 
Anacortes.  360-299-3562 
Community Food Co-Op: Certified Organic 
produce departments, deli café, bakery, wine, 
bulk foods, health and wellness, meat and 
seafood markets. Cordata and downtown Bell-
ingham. 360-734-8158, communityfood.coop 
Skagit Valley Food Co-Op: Your community 
natural foods market. Open Monday through 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 202 South First Street, Mount Vernon. 
(360) 336-9777 / skagitfoodcoop.com.

Arts & Crafts
BOOK ARTS - LA CONNER: Bookbinding, 
repair, recycled book art, custom journals and 
albums, classes, supplies. 617 Morris Street. 
Open occasionally and by appointment! Bren-
na 360-503-6271 slowartstudio.com 
Good Earth Pottery: Bellingham’s premier 
pottery gallery, representing 50 local artists! 
1000 Harris Ave., www.goodearthpots.com.

 Baked Goods, Sweets & Treats

Property,  Real Estate & Rentals
Location near Edison for bonafide organic 
agriculture, food, or botanicals producer. In-
cludes old granary building, 800’ production 
space, office and land. Longterm lease, 360-
708-1836. 
WhyWeLoveSkagit.com See why we love 
living and working in Skagit Valley!  We 
are calm, competent and caring about who 
we represent. May we help you with buying 
or selling a home or property? Don Elliott 
and George Roth, Coldwell Banker Bain, 
360-707-8648 or DonElliott@CBBain.com.
Send classified to info@grownorthwest.com. 

Farm Supplies & Feed
Conway Feed: Since 1919 the facility at Con-
way has supplied grains and assisted farmers 
with their crops. Feed made fresh...naturally. 
Conventional and certified organic. Stop by 
the mill or call (360) 445-5211 for the nearest 
distributor. Open Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
18700 Main St, Conway.
Elenbaas Country Store: 421 Birch Bay Lyn-
den Road, Lynden AND 302 W Main St, Ever-
son. Call (360) 354-3300.
PLACE YOUR AD HERE: 25 words for $10, 
each additional word 40¢. Send classified to 
info@grownorthwest.com. 

Garden Supplies & Nurseries
Azusa Farm & Garden: Skagit Valley’s elegant 
garden center tucked in a beautiful flower 
farm. 14904 State Route 20, Mount Vernon, 
(360) 424-1580.
Christianson’s Nursery: A wide variety of 
common and uncommon plants, garden ac-
cessories, antiques and gifts. 15806 Best Road, 
Mount Vernon. (360) 466-3821, www.chris-
tiansonsnursery.com.
Garden Spot Nursery: Great assortment 
of plants and flowers. Weekend workshops.  
900 Alabama St., Bellingham. (360) 676-5480. 
www.garden-spot.com/. 

Greenwood Tree, a Waldorf-inspired coop-
erative school, offers classes, homeschooling 
support, and community events for families 
with children ages 18 months – 14 years old. 
www.greenwoodtreecoop.org. 
Marblemount Homestead: Cheesemaking, 
Goat Raising, Wilderess Immersion, cheese-
making and fermentation available. See www.
marblemounthomestead.com.
“Successful Beekeeping in Whatcom Coun-
ty” 8-weeks, starts Tuesday 3/5, 6:30-8:30 @ 
Chuckanut Center, Bellingham. Course de-
scription:  whatcombeehelp.com/classes-
workshops.  Instructor: Michael Jaross
Willow Garden Trellis Workshop with What-
com Willow Works. Saturday April13th 1-4PM 
at The Willow Patch in Ferndale, WA. Cost $65 
materials included. Contact whatcomwillow-
works@gmail.com View flyer on facebook/
whatcomwillowworks. 
Willow Basketry Workshop with Shannon 
Robertson. The basket will be about 9 inches 
wide by 4 inches tall. All materials and tools 
provided. Saturday March 30 10AM-4PM. 
Maple Falls, WA. Cost $80. Please contact 
whatcomwillowworks@gmail.com also on 
facebook/whatcomwillowworks.
Send classifieds to info@grownorthwest.com. 

 Beef, Pork, Poultry & Eggs
Osprey Hill Farm: CSA, poultry, vegetables. Os-
prey Hill Butchery taking reservations for poul-
try processing. www.ospreyhillfarm.com.
Triple A Cattle Co: Local producer of All Natural 
Limousin beef sold in quarters or halves, cut to 
your specifications. Available year-round in Ar-
lington. Contact (425) 238-4772 or tripleacattle-
co@yahoo.com.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE: 25 words for $10, 
each additional word 40¢. Send classified to 
info@grownorthwest.com. 

Restaurants & Eateries
Brandywine Kitchen: Happy hour 3-6 week-
days. Sandwiches, entrees, kids menu, des-
serts, drinks and more. 1317 Commercial, Bell-
ingham. (360) 734-1071, brandywinekitchen.
com. 
Corner Pub: Great food, music and more. 
14565 Allen West Rd, Bow. (360) 757-6113
Nell Thorn Restaurant: Local, delicious, 
handmade food. 116 South First Street in La 
Conner. (360) 466-4261
PLACE YOUR AD HERE: Send classified to 
info@grownorthwest.com. 25 words for $10, 
each additional word 40¢. 
Shambala Bakery & Bistro “We Source Lo-
cally, so You Can TOO”  Scratch-Cooking made 
with Love!  Dedicated GF + Soy/Peanut Free 
Veg’n Facilty & Menu, OPEN DAILY Historic 
Downtown MV, (360) 588 6600, ShambalaBak-
ery.com

Education, Learning & Workshops

NW Yarns: Your local source for yarn, fiber, and 
tools! 1401 Commercial St., Bellingham. (360) 
738-0167, www.nwyarns.com.
Ragfinery: Textile reuse center that reimag-
ines and processes items into a wide range of 
products. Workshops available. 1421 N Forest 
St., Bellingham, (360) 738-6977, www.ragfin-
ery.com/

Fiber & Fabrics

Services

Food Bank Farming
NE Bellingham: Volunteers wanted to grow 
organic food bank veggies.  Times flexible but 
every Tues morning and Mon evening during 
summer harvest.  John @ sawdad86@gmail.com 
360-389-1258. Facebook CTKHarvestMinistry 

Seafood
Skagit’s Own Fish Market: Fresh seafood and 
daily lunch specials. Thank you for supporting 
local! (360) 707-2722, 18042 Hwy 20, Burling-
ton. skagitfish.com

LOCAL MARKETPLACE & DIRECTORY
Health & Wellness

Moonbelly Midwifery: Mary Burgess, Li-
censed Midwife. Compassionate, nurturing, 
culturally-sensitive care. New office at 700 
DuPont Street in Bham. www.moonbellymid-
wifery.com 
PLACE YOUR AD HERE: Send classified to 
info@grownorthwest.com. 25 words for $10, 
each additional word 40¢. 

Building & Construction
REStore: Salvaged and used building materi-
als, salvage services, deconstruction and work-
shops. 2309 Meridian St, Bellingham. (360) 
647-5921, http://re-store.org/our-great-store/
bellingham-store/
Skagit Building Salvage: Used building ma-
terials and more. Buy, sell, trade. 17994 SR 536, 
Mount Vernon. 360-416-3399. Open Mon-Sat 
10-5:30. www.skagitbuildingsalvage.com.

Mushrooms
Cascadia Mushrooms: We have been a 
WSDA/USDA Certified Organic producer 
since 2009 and have been growing gourmet 
& medicinal mushrooms in Bellingham since 
2005. cascadiamushrooms.com/

Wanted
PLACE YOUR AD HERE: Send classified to 
info@grownorthwest.com. 25 words for $10, 
each additional word 40¢. 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE: Send classified to 
info@grownorthwest.com. 25 words for $10, 
each additional word 40¢. 

Help Wanted

Tickets available through www.brownpapertickets.com • See the Facebook event page for details
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Sale: Saturday, April 13. Large selection 
of native plants. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. WACD 
Lynn Brown Materials Center, 16564 
Bradley Road, Bow. Pre-order pick up Fri-
day, April 12. For more details, see http://
www.skagitcd.org/native_plant_sales.

European Herb Pot Class: Saturday, 
April 13. it’s a “make and take” class with 
Angelia Clark, our staff foodie. Plant your 
favorite combination of herbs in a pot! 
class fee of $29 covers all supplies! 9 a.m. 
Garden Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 360-
676-5480, www.garden-spot.com.

Port Susan Home and Garden Show: 
Saturday, April 13. Hosted by Camano 
Island Chamber of Commerce. Speakers 
and demonstrations. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Camano Center, 606 Arrowhead Rd, Ca-
mano Island. See the Facebook page for 
more information. 

Anacortes Spring Wine Festival: Satur-
day, April 13. Enjoy 30 wineries at Fidalgo 
Island for wine tasting, food pairings, and 
an in-house wine shop. 21+ only. Port 
Warehouse Event Center, 100 Commer-
cial Avenue, Anacortes. See http://ana-
cortes.org/spring-wine-festival/.

Small Plates of the World: Basque 
Tapas: Monday, April 15. Enjoy special 
dishes of the regional tapas culture, of 
the Basque people of northern Spain, 
with chef Jesse Otero. $45. 6:30 p.m. 
Downtown Co-op Connections Building, 
Bellingham. See https://communityfood.
coop/events/.

Peruvian Cuisine: Tuesday, April 16. 
Antonio Diaz, a native of Lima, Peru, 
and owner of Belllingham’s Café Rumba, 
shares recipes from one of the world’s 
most dynamic cuisines. $45. 6:30 p.m. 
Downtown Co-op Connections Building, 
Bellingham. See https://communityfood.
coop/events/.

Dig Into Spring: Growing Strawberries 
and Cane Berries in Your Backyaard: 
Tuesday, April 16. Lisa de Vetter, Assistant  
Professor WSU Skagit, will tell you how 
you can grow strawberries in your back-
yard. 6 p.m. Mount Vernon Library, re-
source room. Free. For more information 
about this program series, call Mount 
Vernon City Library at (360) 336-6209. 

Sourdough Bread and Pizza: Wednes-
day, April 17. This class includes a dem-
onstration of each step of the 24-hour 
sourdough process, including baking 
and making sauces, with Andy Walton. 
$39. 6:30 p.m. Downtown Co-op Connec-
tions Building, Bellingham. See https://
communityfood.coop/events/.

Tulip Festival Street Fair: Friday through 
Sunday, April 19-21. Stroll among hun-
dreds of new and returning arts and 
crafts vendors. Live music, face painting, 
street entertainers and demonstrations. 
Located on South 1st Street, Downtown 
Mount Vernon. Hours are Friday and Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and  Sunday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit www.mountvernon-
downtown.org or call (425) 321-7433.

Garden N’ Bloom Planting Party: Sat-
urday, April 20. Bring patio-size contain-
ers from home or choose from our own 
fabulous selection. Our expert designers 
will help you gather the right combina-
tion of plants for your pots. no charge for 
soil, fertilizer of design! 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Garden Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 360-

676-5480, www.garden-spot.com.

Earth Day Work Party: Tenmile Creek: 
Saturday, April 20. Celebrate Earth Day 
with NSEA, Whatcom Conservation Dis-
trict, and the Tenmile Clean Water Proj-
ect, and plant trees for salmon along 
Tenmile Creek, 954 E Hemmi Rd, Everson. 
9 a.m. to noon. The first 200 people will 
receive a free, limited edition t-shirt. Tools 
and gloves provided. Wear sturdy shoes 
and weather-appropriate clothing. Light 
refreshments courtesy of The Bagelry 
and the Community Food Co-Op. Cof-
fee provided by Tony’s Coffee. Parking 
is available at Irene Reither Elementary 
School, 954 E Hemmi Rd, Everson, look 
for the blue NSEA tent to sign-in. *Minors 
under the age of 18 must have a parent 
or guardian present or have a signed 
NSEA Youth Liability Form to participate.

Healthy Desserts: Monday, April 22. 
Learn how to make tasty desserts with 
Bruno Feldeisen. $49. 6:30 p.m. Down-
town Co-op Connections Building, Bell-
ingham. See https://communityfood.
coop/events/.

Tropical Planting Workshop: Saturday, 
April 27. You will be planting amazing 
blooming Mandevilla plants in a large 
fancy mossed wire basket that can sit 
or hang on your deck or patio. Class fee 
$69 covers all plants and supplies. (Note 
from Marcy: “It’s going to be worth it, 
you’re going to love it.”) 9 a.m. Garden 
Spot Nursery, Bellingham. 360-676-5480, 
www.garden-spot.com.

18th annual April Brews Day: Saturday, 
April 27. This day brings together 65 PNW 
craft breweries, 12 food trucks, 3 local 

bands, and thousands of people to cel-
ebrate beer and raise funds for Max Hig-
bee Center, a local non-profit providing 
recreational activities to teens and adults 
with disabilities. 21+ only. 6:30-10 p.m. 
Depot Market Square, 1100 Railroad Ave., 
Bellingham. For more information or to 
purchase tickets, see www.maxhigbee.
org/april-brews-day, the Facebook event 
page or call (360)733-1828.

Spring Clean with Raw & Healing 
Foods: Monday, April 29. Sara South-
erland shares raw foods and recipes for 
kick-starting healthy habits. $39. 6:30 
p.m. Downtown Co-op Connections 
Building, Bellingham. See https://com-
munityfood.coop/events/.

Dig Into Spring: Gardening Native 
Plants: Tuesday, April 30. Master Gar-
dener Brenda Cunningham tells you 
about which native plant species work 
well in gardens around your home. Learn 
how you can help birds, bees and other 
wildlife become more resilient to climate 
change, as well as the impacts of habitat 
loss. 6 p.m. Mount Vernon Library, re-
source room. Free. For more information 
about this program series, call Mount 
Vernon City Library at (360) 336-6209. 

Calypso Kitchen: Street and Breakfast 
Foods: Tuesday, April 30. Sarah Chan 
of Calypso Kitchen will share delicious 
street and breakfast foods. $45. 6:30 p.m. 
Downtown Co-op Connections Building, 
Bellingham. See https://communityfood.
coop/events/.

Additional events will be posted at www.
grownorthwest.com. Send your event sub-
missions to editor@grownorthwest.com. 
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